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to pay their passage without in the least disturbing
their cargo. They still persisted, however, in their
refusal; and although Monsieur de Sicoine, governor
of the city, a very zealous catholic, kindly interposed,
he could gain nothing from them. For this reason,
Monsieur Robbin,t his son, otherwise called de Co-
loigne,* a partner of Monsieur de Biancourt in this
voyage, thought he would go to Court and make
known this difficulty to the Queen; he did so. The
Queen, thereupon, sent letters addressed to Monsieur
de Sicoigne, telling him to announce that the will of
the present King, as well as [12] that of the late King
of eternal memory, was that these Jesuits should go
to Canada; and that those who were opposing their
departure were doing so against the will of their
Prince. The letters were very kind: and Monsieur
de Sicoigne was pleased to assemble the consistory,
and read them to that body. Notwithstanding all
this, the merchants would not yield in the least; it
was merely granted that, leaving the Jesuits out of
the question, they should promptly load their ship,
lest these perplexities and disputes should cause
some delay in bringing the succor to Monsieur de
Potrincourt, which must be given promptly. Then
I almost made up my mind that all our hopes were
doomed to disappointment, for I did not sece how we
were to be extricated from these difficulties. Mon-
sieur de Coloigne did not despair; but, showing him-
self in his kindness always more eager to pursue the
case for us, by a second journey he convinced the
Court of an excellent plan for thwarting the mer-
chants; namely, by paying them for their cargo, and

t Thomas Robin, esquire, sieur de Cologne, living in the city of
Paris. (Lescarbot.)—[Carayon. ]



